Group

Owner’s ition



Group B
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The Group B “Owner's Edition” is intended to be a monument from John Davenport and myself to a period
when the sport of rallying enthused hundreds of thousands of fans all around the world in a way that has never
happened since. This work will give you a deep insight into the fascinating era from 1983 to 1986 with its char-
acters, its technical variety and the enthusiasm of the fans, and also its inherent risks.

As a particular highlight, the first pages of each book are signed by the World Rally Champions of that time —
Stig Blomqvist, Hannu Mikkola, Timo Salonen and Juha Kankkunen — and also by Walter Réhrl and Markku
Alén. By virtue of its content and its first-class production including its cover in linen and leather, its extra thick
and high quality paper and its engraved aluminium plate with personal number, this work that is limited to 500
numbered copies worldwide should set a standard for all rally books.

We hope this card will meet your expectations and give you a favourable impression of our book.
Enjoy,

Reinhard Klein
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The Owner's Edition

* over 1,000 pages

e 2 volumes in a high-quality slip case

* book cover in linen and leather

¢ extra large size of 35 x 33 cms

e extra thick, high quality, semi-gloss paper

e dimensions: 36 x 36 x 14.5 cms

e total weight: 12 kgs

e more than 2,500 pictures, ca. 250 original documents and drawings
e texts in English and German

¢ limited to 500 numbered copies worldwide

® each volume will be individually numbered on an engraved aluminium plate
® Price: 999.- Euro, plus postage charges

For additional information and possibility to purchase please visit our website:
www.thegroupbbook.com




Each book is hand-signed by Hannu Mikkola, Stig Blomgvist, Timo Salonen, Juha Kankkunen, Walter Rohrl, Markku Alén and
the authors John Davenport and Reinhard Klein

Stig Blomaqyist Markku Alén Juha Kankkunen Walter Rohrl




A complete review of the Group B era, month by month, featuring:

- Photo of the month,

- Extensive reports of WRC events (with statistics, pictures and items of information about
the competing cars, plus something about lesser known drivers)

- The two most important non-WRC rallies (with report, statistics and pictures)

- A monthly diary about all the major happenings concerning the teams, the drivers, the FIA
and its ASNs plus other rallies from all over the world
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Detailed information about Group B cars and numerous prototypes including Group S.

Also detailed reports with technical drawings, visits to the factories, brochures or original documentations about the following
cars:

Audi Quattro, Audi Sport Quattro S1, Sport Quattro E2, Citroen Visa Mille Pistes, Citroen BX 4TC, Ferrari 308 IMSA, Ford RS200,
Lada 2105 VFTS, Lancia Delta S4, Lancia ECV, Lancia Rally 037, Mazda RX7, Mitsubishi Starion 4WD Rally, MG Metro 6R4, Nissan
240RS, Opel Ascona 400, Opel Kadett 4x4, Opel Manta 400, Peugeot 205 Turbo 16, Porsche 911 SCRS, Renault R5 Maxi Turbo,
Toyota Celica Twincam Turbo, Vauxhall Chevette, Vauxhall Astra 4S
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Interesting anecdotes from a fabulously crazy time, amongst them:

- Lancia's tyre changes in the middle of special stages .

- Henri Toivonen's accident in Portugal 1984

- The first entry of the MG Metro 6R4

- Helmut Deimel about the madness of spectators in Portugal

- Audi boss Piéch’s visit to the Acropolis Rally

- The MG Metro 6R4 as the star of a TV soap.

- Group B in a film — with the helicopters over New Zealand

- The fastest special stage of all time

- Christine — the numerous lives of the Schmidt Motorsport Quattro

- The most beautiful and the toughest rallies of the Group B years

- How Rohrl made turned the Audi Sport Quattro E2 into a winner

- R53 - the fate of the victorious Quattro from the Monte Carlo 1984

- 260 kph on gravel — the surprising record of the Opel Kadett 4x4

- Features on the warning signs that, if heeded, could have prevented
the end of Group B







The TERNCO Story

m August 1983 bekam ich einen Anruf von einer Dame namens Maggie Bottomley*, erinnert sich
Teamchef John Davenport. ,Zuerst dachte ich, sie wre eine Freundin meiner Ehefrau, die zufélig
denselben Nachnamen hatte. In Wahrheit war sie eine TV-Produzentin von Yorkshire Television. Sie
i MG S Sy b L

The TERNCO Story

Der Metro wird zum Fernsehstar
The 6R4 as a TV Star

‘It was in August of 1983' - writes John Davenport - ‘that | had a telephone cal from a lady called
Maggie Bottomley. At irst I thought it was  friend of my wife with the same surmame, but she tur-
ned out to be a producer of TV programmes for the Yorkshire TV company. Would | like to meet
Michael . Bird and iscuss a ew programe featur

mat 2u sprechen, in dem der MG Metro 6R4
raschung, denn bis dato hatten wir das Projekt noch nicht Gffentiich gsmauﬂ 'und dor SR ol -
over geliefert
o Em Bt T e I T Py e e

Im September begab ich mich nach Great Shelford bei Cambridge und traf Michas! Bird. Bis dahin

Erorzihte i cass o
plane, wo der jiingere Sohn Rall cke The Witng Sireelc e Erligags
ek bl Durch aine Korakte 2 Tory Howard von de Fachastcit Astos r von
der Existenz des 6R4 erfanren und wollte Austin Rover sowie deren Rallyeauto fur sein Forma( i
nen. Die entscheidende Frage lautete: Kann Austin Rover Motorsport die Autos bereitstellen'

ig for die Laufe des Jahres 1984 ein funk-

i des Rallyeau assten. Ich sagte zu. Dariloer hi-
naus brauchten sie ein Imitat des Rallyeautos mit dem richtigen Innenraurm, bel dem man Toren und
andere Teile abnehmen konnte, um Cockpit-Aufnahmen zu drehen. Und zu guter Letzt bendiigten sie.
los Straienauto, das durch [ . AuBer-

machen, R Steuer
a8, sowie Aufnahmen von richtigen Rallyes, um das Auto gemeinsam mit anderen Ralyefahrzeugen
2 zeigen - zum Beispiel be der technischen Abnahme oder mit Zuschauern

Zurtickblickend war die Zusage sehr Kiihn, aber natiirlich waren die Marketing- und PR-Leute bel
Austin Rover von der Idee Feuer und Flamme. Die Famille in der Fernsehserie, die Savages, betrieb
natdriich ein Austin-Rover-Autohaus. David Savage fufr in den ersten Folgen zwar noch einen Ford
Escort 1600, tberzeugte seinen Vater aber schnell, einen Metro 6R4 anzuschaffen. Lo

9

Werkstatt,
inorVorkautahal unau cen s, von den Shauspee gefatren wircen, darrte sl
lich auch der Metro 6Rd. Einige Leute iehmen woltten aber noch m Meeting
e B il e G B A e i e
Austin-Rover-Logo tragen ki

Yorkshire
Chassis (N: 002 und 009). E3 war offensitich,Gass ines diesr bedn Auos das Falysauto der
Serie sein misste. Die Wah fiel auf Chassis 003, d K 656 NJO zu-

8 yo, thershad boan o publc anourcament ofthe R4, which was supposed to

o ARG at oo and wo wors vory mh nth protyme phase

In September | hove ove to Grea Shefor ear Camteige and met Michas! B By then
successful TV series

nd *
idea for  saiesahout a ey arage Lusiness whers th younger son wes  aly crive It would
be called “The Winning Streak”. Through contacts like Tony Howard at Autocar, he had learned of

and wanted to get Austin Rover and its rally car involved with the pro-
ime. The question was, could ARG Motorsport come up with the goods ?

It obviously involved having a working rally car available for filming during 1984 and, being some-
what optimistic, | said that it was possible. Then they needed a mock-up of a raly car with al of the.
interior correct but the ability o take doors and other parts away fo film the actors inside the car.
Finally they needed a standard road car converted by using external panels to ook fike the rally
6Ra. They also needed special sessions in forests with a proper rally driver at the wheel and also
some appearances on actual events to film it with other rally cars, at scrutineering and on stages
with spectators.

Looking back, it was a
ot keen on the idea. The garage owned by the family in the series - the Savages - was of course
an Austin Rover franchise and, though David Savage might be driving a Ford Escort 1600 when
father to ona
lonty of Austin Fover ideniity appoaring ach wook on the soroen by way of th garage, the cars
in the showroom, the cars driven by the actors and actresses and, of course the 6R4 itself. But
some peaple in ARG wanted more. | atended a meeting with them and Maggie Bottomiey where
v ool suggostod hat for (e s scons,prtiaps Davd Sakage could wearurcrpar
carrying the ARG lo

The second and third chassis (002 and 003) wero delivered from Williams about the time that dis-
cussions started with Yorkshire TV and it was evident that one of these would have to be the rally
car. It was decided that it would be 003 and this was eventually registered as A 656 NJO and put
into the yellow and blue colours of the imaginary petrol company, Ternco that David Savage had

gelassen wurde und in den blau-gelben Farben von Ternco lackiert wurde. Die are Ternea war o
erfundener Der

y 1984, just
five weeks after 001 had made its rally debut on the York National Rally.

der Welsh Rally im Mai 1984, nur fanf Wochen nach dem Debit des
Autos be der York National Rally.

Wie bei allen Terco-Auftritten fungierte Colin Malkin auch bei der
Welsh Rally als Fahrer. Malkin trug den Overall von David Savage und
sein Auto hatte die Nummer 7. Trotzdem startete der Matro nicht im
Wettbewerb, weil die Weish Rally eine internationale Rallye war und
der 6R4 erst qut 18 Monate spéter homologiert wurde. Wie alle Me-
tros zu dieser Zeit hatte das Ternco-Auto ainen V6-Motor mit ein-
facher Nockenwelle und Ventien, die von StoBelstangen angetrisben
wurden. Der VB2V-Motor resultierte aus einem groferen Eingrif am
Rover-V8-Motor. Malkin fuhr eine Reine von Prifiungen im Vorauswa-
gen. Er hatte sogar sinen Reifenschaden, bei der der Kotfligel zer-
stort wurde - alldas war sehr gutes Material fir das Fimteam.

Im August nahm Malkin an der Peter Russek Ralye tei, Tony Pond
fuhr gleichzeitig Chassis 002 in der bekannten Computervision-La-
ckierung, Diesmal trug das Temco-Auto Startnummer 9 und die
Namen der tatsachiichen Piloten, Colin Malkin und lan Grindrod, weil
Yorkshire Television diesmal keine AuBenaufnahmen drehte. Ungliick-
licherweise erlebten beide 6R¢ eine grausame Zeit. Pond funr auf
den ersten beiden Prifungen Bestzeit und fihrte die Rallye mit 34
Sekunden Vorsprung an, als er durch ein Elektrikproblem aufgeben
musste. Malkins Auto lif eine Zeit lang auf funf Zylindern, ehe e es
s dltaten WP auf o Stapel Hotz pakls. Di basts Lestung

Austin Rover vollbrachte ein gewisser Tom Walkins-
o o Baabrr sohn avenpart i v Vhesse haen 86 4on
Gruppe-A-Sieg.

Die sechs Folgen von The Winning Streak wurden schiieBlich im
‘September und Oktober 1985 ausgestrahit. Die Serie lief vor dem
N Dbt s Motro 874 bl cer FAC Rl 1985 und g sicherch

Metro-Mania bei. Hunderttausende strémten damals zur Rallye,
i die Mtro Fatver anaufouern -

The driver at the Welsh Rally was, as in al the Ternco appearances,
Colin Malkin, who wore overalls identical to those of David Savage
while the car bore the number “7". It was however not competing
on the Welsh for this was an international rally and the 6R4 was
almost eighteen months away from being homologated. Like the

created by major surgery on a Rover V8 engine. Malkin drove a se-
lection of stages as a zero car and managed at one polint to have
a puncture and rip off a section of bodywork. Al good stuft for the
film crew and the scriptwriters.

Later in tho yoar,in August, Malkin was ontorod on the natonal
femaion colours. ot i e Tomeo.car camied nurbor 5+
and the names of the real crew - Colin Malkin and lan Grindrod -
since YTV were not doing any external filming. Sadly both 6R4s had
a torrid time. Pond set fastest time over the first two stages to lead

{99 of & il of logs o the as tage. The best ARG performance
tosse that
wod by & cortain Tom Walkinshaw and Jor Davenort

The Winning Streak was finally ready to be scroened in late 1985

ix episodes in September and October. It was.
broadcast in the lead-up to the Metro 6R4's WRC debut on the
RAC Rally of 1985 and just maybe was a contributory factor to the
Motro-Mania of that ovent with hundrods of thousands of peoplo
turning out to cheer on the Metros.”

Die Leute von Austin Rover wollten noch mehr
Bei einem Meeting schlugen sie sogar vor, dass
David Savage bei den Sexszenen Unterhosen mit
ihrem Logo tragen sollte.

“Some people at Austin Rover wanted more.
In a meeting they seriously suggested that, for the
sex scenes, perhaps David Savage could wear
underpants carrying the ARG logo.”

ot Davengert




Lancia 038

Dio ersten Kilometer des 038: Abarih-Ingenieure in gefeimer Mission
The L. tost:

Links: Dl Orignadckumerts von Srgio Livone
veriechon don nuen 038 il s Vorganger G57

P Dok erse 4 o g
st 25 Prozen

Lot Thoso documonts from Sorgio Limono comparo -

70kgs woigh peso) and thus the powsr-to-waght o e bt o i
improves by 25 percent. The 038 fur o systom shown inschemaic form.

Gerace sl 14 Monat nach den srsten Grobentutien
e s Moaet-ork

Lancia 038 forigaostalt. Chastis 001 war ntirich n kiae:
sisch italienischem Rot lackert und die aufgeregten Inge-

Fahren konnten s das Auto jed nicht. Das Problem
lag s, dess GroBortarciendamals - Apr 984 noch
Kein volstiniges EU-Migied var und der Anrbsatang
e dom st Howtand yoch bayn

Group [ s 1064

st fourteen months after the first schematic designs for
o Lancia 035 woro made, the frst car - chassis 001
had been created in the Abarth factory in Turin. OF course,
being ltalian, it was painted in red and the excited engl-
neers were delighted to be able to start the engine. But
they wero not yet able fo drive it. The problem was that
back in April 1984, Britain was not fully in the Common
Market and, as a result, the car's Hewland transmission
. Thus.

ekt Danor war cer 038 ot o, wern ol Abar-
Mitarbeiter um das Werk der Firma schoben.

ZuslTagaspter a dr 2o Gt und Vorderchice:
renczial fre, i as Hinterachsdifferenzial hingegen war wei-
ferr Peplarkreem rctwenel. Fr de eate Toaht werds

mit Frontantrieb gefaren. Die Situation wurde zuder
schwert, da es fir die Vorderachse noch kein mechanisches

Vorderrader permanent durch, aber zumindest konnte Ab-
arth einige elementare Systeme ausprobieren. Wirkich in
en Griff bekamen die Ingenieure das Problem an der Vor-
derachse erst nach einigen Monaten. Eine Viskokupplung
von FF Developments erledigte iren Job wie gewdnscht
und machte das Auto fahrbar. Diese Technologle hatte Ab-
arth bei Tests mit einem Fiat-128-Prototypen kennengelert
und war sicher, dass sie auch im 03 funkiionieren wird:

Nachdem das Hinterachsdifferenzial montiert worden war,

musste noch eine weitere Sache erledigt werden, bevor der

038 gie Tore des Abarih-Werksgelandes verlasser

Das Auto musteumisckietwerden. S al B des
gesct

der Prototyp mit einem Tamanzug Py chugmn
ausgestattet. Zudem wurden hassliche Styropor-Stiicke auf
des Auto gekiett und die Fenteriche durch Bematng
it Farbe verkleinert. Der Grund dafur war, dass sowohl i
Testtrooke aut Gam alten Tuiner Fughaion Garmpe Volo,
der quasi direkt gegenber von Abarth lag, und die etwas
geheimere Fiat-Strecke in La Mandria 2u den Lisblingsplat-
zen von Erlknigjégern zahiten, die mit ihren Kameralinsen
Bilder der neuesten Fiat-Modelle erhaschen wollten. Abarth
Pate i de, don 036w siver vikich grusaen A
-Jeep aussehen zu lassen und den Testfahrer und In-
Geniour Gior Panta n sne Arnoa-Unifor s stockon,
damit nlemand dem Auto Beachtung schekte. Das Ablen-
kungsmandver funktionierte. Die einzigen Bider des ersten
Tests des Lancia 038 machten die Mitarbeiter von Abarth,

s by pushing i around th Abarth ectory b he Gorso
Marche using human pe

Two days ater, the gearbox and the front differential were
released but not the rear differential that required add-
tional paperwork. Thus the initial driving was done with
the drive to the rear differential locked and with just front
wheel drive. And this was rendered even less saisfac-
tory by virtue of the fact that, as yet, there was no limited
slip device for the front differential. The wheel spin achio-
ved as the car was driven round was simply horrendous,
but at least some of the key systems could be checked

ut. Thefnal soluin for e cantrol of the frontdifeen-
il aftr tho car had boen driving for a couplo of months
was that FF Dovelopmonts cama up with & viscos cou-
ping that did the job and made the car drveabl. The
Abarth engineers had been certain that it would work in
o 030 afor an carier acquaintance with a VO on toss
involving a Fiat 128 prototype.

After the rear differential was added, one further thing
ha to be done betor the 038 coud bo taken outside
the confines of the Abarth factory. It had to be pain-
fec again. Oneo alhe photos of e ca nad oan faken
with it resplendent in its red livery, it was promptly s

Ved black and olive greon n @ camouage sy Uty bts

telephoto fenses keen to get shots of the latest Fiat pro-
dlucts having their rol-out and initial tests. The idea was.
that if the 038 was decked out like an army jeep and made
to ook truly ugly, and if test driver and engineer Giorgio Pi-
‘anta were to be clad in army dungarees, no one would pay
it

only photos of the new car were those taken by the Abarth
staff themselves.



Nissan 240RS

Der Verkaufsprospekt

Die Nissan Motor Company ging das hohe Entwicklungstempo der
europaischen Hersteller nicht mit, tatdessen blisben sie irer Philo
sophie treu, die sie schon seit Jahren mit dem Datsun 240 und 160
verfolgt hatten. Der 160J war ein rustikaler Underdog, der nur bei
richtig harten Bedingungen gute P\:ﬁz\evungen herausfahren konnt.

The Sales Brochure

The Nissan Motor Company of Japan did not gallop down the road

of Group B engineering innovation at the same pace as the Euro-

pean manufacturers and kept very largely o the philosophy that

they had used for years with cars ke the Datsun 160 and the

240Z before it. The 160J was an unsophisticated underdog that
To

Nissan vertrat die Meinung, dass weni
Iyes esser gegnetund Jeichzeiia o Pratiahror aher besahioar

Genau solch ein Auto war der 240RS. 1982 baute Nissan exakt 200
disser Autos und schon zur Homologation in die Gruppe B im Ja-
nuar 1983 wurden sie den Kunden angeboten. Die StraBenversion
des 240RS lieB sich mit einem Teile-Kit aus Japan zu einem Wettbe
werbsfahrzeug umristen.

Bill Blydenstein baute in GroBbritannien eine europaische Vertriebs-
elle
die in diversen Meisterschaften rund um den Giobus mitfuhren. In

aber fir den Einsatz in nationalen Meisterschaften war das Auto aus

mit Schotterfahrwerk 24.990 Pfund — ein Traum fir jeden Amateur-
Driftknstle

Aufzsichnungen zu allen Chassis oder Dokumente Gber die Verkéufe
exstieren heutzutage nicht meh, wie die meisten Hersteller hat
Nissan nach dem Ende der Gruppe B alles verloren oder beseltit,
Das Werksteam hat vermutich mindestens 30 Fahrzeuge bei Ral-
Iyes, zum Recce oder bel Tests selbst eingesetzt. AuBerdem hatte

cinige werden auch dorthin gegangen sein. Mehr als 56 Fahr.
zeuge verkaufte Nissan zwischen 1983 und 1985 an Bill Blyden-

o their
way of thinking, a car was better for tough rallies if it had a mini-
mum of high-tech parts while at the same time, a car like that was
also more affordable for private drivers.

The 240RS was Just such & machine The J«paness built two
hundred of these cars in 1982 and were ready to offer it o clients
i samaary 1963t st . was homelogata I Group B .
actly the necessary number of road cars were built and each one
could be transformed into a comptition car with a parts kit sup-
plied by Japan.

Bill Blydenstein established a European sales base in the UK for
salling cars and parts and from his workshops a lot of 240RS were
sold to privateers and. championships all round
the World. At World Championship level, the 240RS was only a
potential front runner on African events, but it was very popular
andaftocbe b el charplansiph. Arowigong oar cost n
those days £12,500, while a full Group B gravel specification car
could be had for £24.990 . prices I that oday would bo ust &
droam.

There are no lists of chassis numbers for these cars while 240RS

ped., During that period, the factory must have used at least thirty
cars for rallies, recceing and general testing. Japan had retained
the exclusive rights to sell cars in Japan and the USA, so one can

stein, davon allein 42 in 1984, Viele 240RS
wurde auch als rollende  Ersatztela-

missbraucht. Nissan produzierte keine.
Ereattkarosseren oder sonsiis Krosserseie,
also wurden die fertig montierten 240RS aus-
geschlachtet. Mindestens 30 Autos soll Nissan
selbst auseinandergebaut haben, nachdem die
Fahrzeuge vergeblich auf Kundschait gewartet
hatten. Einige wenige schiachtete auch Blyden-
stein aus. Trotzdem waren Ersatztelle immer

rauf geachtet, dass die Werksatos nach Japan
zurtickgeschickt wurden.

assume that a few at least went into those

or special . plus there was a shorta
of FJ24 engines, so these were all taken from
existing cars. Japan dismantled at least thi

unsold cars that had waited patiently for cii-

ents that did not materialise. Blydenstein aiso
dismantled sveral cars to provide himself with

it te axcapton of the Sefe Rdy veicis
ompusorly repatriated to Japan an!
hus only a iny mumiber of these st axs




»Marlboro Safari Rally

April 04v-08", 1985
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About the Cars .
Technical Developments

Lancia: Martini Racing startete mit drei brandneuen und speziell vorbereiteten 037 fir Markku Alén,

Mike Kiand/non Loan

[Ty ——

[ET——

H
5

Lane Alén,
Vi Preston Jurer, U das Gasit s gung wi gien 21 b, ertgte Lancia ttio Bettega and Vic Praston Junior. The visile adltions such as the protection bars ited front
die Kuhféinger vorne und hinten sowie di f dem D arrier for the weight
i aus dem Vorjahr geler 1 des prognostierien Regens brachen s viol Ener.  down 2 ar 23 possile "
e al, dn 037 waserdicn 24 machan. Dl Auhingungen protetan von der EntWing pogres-
that kept

siver Federn,
verhinderten.

Auct: Audi sartets it 2velr Al préareren Sport Quatiro S1 it Sechsgang Getrisbe, das bel
' gut funktioniert hatte. Ungliicklicherweise hatte Audi die Geriebe in alleletzter

suspension from bottoming ou.

Audi: Two new Sport Quattro 1 built with
testing. Sadly,

Tadtron um o 2 beseltigen. tund

in Dienst.
hangungen und den 200-Liter-Tank, den sie schon vorher in Afrka gefahren waren. AuBerder funren sie
wie Gblich mit 50:50, obwohl tr e

neuen Getriebes darin lag, dass sie ein richiges Zentraldifierenzial nutzen konnten. Wi fast alle Her-
stellr hatte auch Audi zwel Er i Bord, einer im Kofferraum und einer dort, wo eigentlich die

a was never tried in anger

and both failed in the first hours of the rally. The suspensions were as praviously for African ovents

85 was the fue tank o 2001re capecty, Ao rorml was e forue spit rontto-ear which wes
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